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The Development Office overseas the planning and implementation of the  SSV budget;  secures funding through Grants locally, State and Nationally; Develops Donor relations for sustaining funding for programs and services; establishes and implements SSV Special Events throughout the year; connects with Estate Planners, Attorneys and CPA’s to link their clients with SSV trust funds; local and national affiliations; Provides Media and Public Relations to provide outreach and education on SSV programs and assists staff with project support as needed.  The Development Office connects businesses, individuals, Service Disabled Veteran Small Business Owners (SDVSBO) and wants to share our success with you. SSV is a recent National/International Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) #12606 Partner serving Veterans throughout the US.  As Director/Program Development Sheila works to identify programs and services through community partnerships that are within the mission of SSV.  

Specialties

· Board Governance and Leadership
· Professional Development Officer in Federal and Non-Federal Grants, Foundations, Special Events, Donor Relations, Estate Planning and Corporate Relations
· Volunteer Management and Training
· Professional Continuity Practitioner (PCP) FEMA Certified
· Protected Critical Infrastructure Information (PCII) Program Certified
· Cultural Diversity Training
· Government and Non-Government Relationships
· Local, State and National Community Relations
· International Trade Relations (Industrial Development Authority in Ireland)
· Emergency Planning and Response; 
· Emergency Test/Train/Exercise for Communities; 
· Community Resiliency
· Campus Community Emergency Response Team Train the Trainer (C-CERT TTT)
· Continuity Of Operations Planning (COOP)
A native of Dublin, Ireland, Madison County has been home to Sheila McFerran since 1980.  Sheila has had many experiences in those years – as a stay at home mom, founder and teacher for the McFerran Academy of Irish Dance, Director of Development and Community Relations at United Cerebral Palsy of Huntsville and Tennessee Valley, Membership Director at the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, Development Director at the Huntsville Museum of Art, President/CEO for The Volunteer Center of Madison County/Hands-on-Greater Huntsville and currently serves as Program Development Director for Still Serving Veterans.

She has 25 years of nonprofit management experience backed by a BA in Business Administration and a specialist in Disaster Mitigation through the Emergency Management Institute, Emmitsburg, Maryland.  As a Professional Continuity Practitioner, Sheila trains Government and Non-Government entities in Fundamental Community Resiliency (FCR) and is certified in Physical Critical Infrastructure Information PCII) with FEMA.

Sheila has served on numerous Non-profit Board of Directors and is a graduate of Leadership/Huntsville Madison County Focus Class 5 and Leadership Class 19.  She provides training on how to be effective leaders and serve non-profit agencies, managing spontaneous volunteers in times of disaster, disaster mitigation (National Trainer) and Community Emergency Response Team (Train the Trainer) nationwide.

Sheila enthusiasm and “can-do” attitude is reflected in everything she does! 

