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SUBJECT: UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY MESSAGE 2011

1. FOR TEN YEARS NOW, OUR CORPS HAS BEEN ENGAGED IN CONTINUOUS COMBAT OPERATIONS AGAINST THOSE WHO THREATEN THE SECURITY OF AMERICA AND OUR ALLIES. WE TURNED THE TIDE IN THE ANBAR PROVINCE OF IRAQ AND CONTINUE TO SEE SUCCESS TODAY IN SOUTHWEST AFGHANISTAN. WHILE IT HAS COME AT A COST... WE HAVE MUCH TO BE PROUD OF.

2. THIS PAST YEAR IN OPERATIONS AROUND THE WORLD INCLUDING HUMANITARIAN DISASTER RELIEF, COUNTER-PIRACY, THEATER SECURITY COOPERATION, SPECIAL OPERATIONS, COUNTER-INSURGENCY AND MANY MORE, YOU CONTINUED TO SOLIDIFY OUR PLACE AS AMERICA'S EXPEDITIONARY FORCE IN READINESS. SINCE THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS CREATED TWO BATTALIONS OF MARINES 236 YEARS AGO, OUR LEGACY AS AN EVER-READY, EVER CAPABLE, VICTORY PRODUCING ORGANIZATION REMAINS INTACT.

3. OUR RICH HERITAGE OF SELFLESS SERVICE AND FIDELITY TO NATION AND TO ONE ANOTHER LIVES ON IN ALL WHO CURRENTLY WEAR THE EAGLE, GLOBE AND ANCHOR - THOSE WHO HAVE ANSWERED THE CLARION CALL TO DUTY WITH REMARKABLE COURAGE, DEDICATION AND UNSHAKABLE RESOLVE THAT MARINES ARE SO WELL KNOWN FOR. TO ALL MARINES -- PAST AND PRESENT -- AND ESPECIALLY TO OUR FAMILIES... I EXTEND MY DEEP GRATITUDE FOR ALL YOU HAVE DONE AND ALL YOU CONTINUE TO DO.

4. AS WE CELEBRATE OUR 236TH BIRTHDAY, LET US LOOK FORWARD TO FUTURE CHALLENGES -- WHATEVER THEY MAY BE -- AND REAFFIRM OUR PLEDGE TO BE AMERICA'S PREMIER CRISIS RESPONSE FORCE; TO BE THE FIRST TO FIGHT... ALWAYS READY FOR THE TOUGHEST AND MOST CHALLENGING ASSIGNMENTS.

5. HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MARINES AND SEMPER FIDELIS. JAMES F. AMOS, GENERAL, U.S. MARINE CORPS, COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS.

